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PRODUCTS ARETESTED IN STATE-OF-THE-ART DYNAMIC ENVIRONMENTAL CHAMBERS TO MEASURE

Any modification to a product’s manufacture — whether it’s a change to
a product’s chemical composition, raw materials, supply chain or curing
process — can affect the product’s ability to remain certified. Regular
product monitoring, therefore, will catch any changes to the product —
however large or small — ensuring that the product continues to meet
the certification’s strict standards.

Marketplace Renown
Another good indicator of a certification program’s credibility is the
degree to which it is used by the sustainable building industry. Several
green building codes, standards, certification programs and specifica-
tion guidelines require, prefer or suggest the use of certain third-party
certified products. The U.S. Green Building Council’s Leadership in Energy
and Environmental Design (LEED) building rating system, for example,
references GREENGUARD certified products as options for earning several
points toward sustainable credits. GREENGUARD certification is also
recognized or referenced in more than 200 other sustainable building
programs and specifications.

Best-in-class accreditations, such as ISO 17025 and ISO Guide
65, also help demonstrate a certification program’s commitment
to quality and integrity. ISO 17025 is the primary standard used by
testing and calibration laboratories to show quality, competence and
management responsibility. Testing facilities should also participate in
national and international proficiency testing and undergo federal and
state government audits.

In the same way that third-party certification helps verify a product
manufacturer’s claims, third-party certification can also help identify
which certifying organizations are credible. ISO Guide 65:1996 outlines
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GREENGUARD AND NSF DEVELOPING NEW HEALTH-BASED

CHEMICAL EMISSIONS STANDARD

By Rachel R. Belew

The GREENGUARD Environmental Institute has partnered with NSF to
develop a new health-based standard that addresses
chemical emissions from products. The standard
will streamline the myriad methods currently used
for measuring and limiting chemical emissions from
products and will incorporate the most recent sci-
ence on human health and toxicology to provide acute and chronic chemical
exposure limits.

The final GEI-NSF standard will help sustainability programs;
federal, state and local governments; code officials; architects
and designers; health professionals; specifying professionals;
and consumers choose products that minimize air pollutants in
indoor environments.

“Building occupants today are exposed to thousands of chemicals that emit
from products — many of them harmful — and few programs address more
than a small percentage of these compounds,” says Henning Bloech, executive
director of GEL “I am hopeful that this effort will go beyond existing programs
and create a new health-focused leadership standard that consumers,
manufacturers and building codes and rating systems can adopt to minimize
chemical exposure.”

The GEI-NSF standard will be developed under the American National
Standard Institute’s (ANSI) Essential Requirements for adoption as an ANSI
Standard. The ANSI Standard development process ensures that the standard
is developed in a balanced, open and collaborative manner with participation
by multiple stakeholders to avoid potential conflicts of interest. A consensus
committee comprising government and public health officials, academics, in-
dustry leaders and product users helps develop and vote on the standard, while
a group of subject matter experts provides insight and guidance. Subsequent
mandatory public comment periods allow individual stakeholders and organi-
zations to participate in the development process, too.

a set of requirements that a product-certifying body must meet in order
to be considered reliable, impartial and high quality. Accreditation to
these requirements proves that a certifying organization is free of any
conflicts of interest such as financial, commercial or social influences.
The GREENGUARD Environmental Institute is ISO Guide 65 accredited for
all GREENGUARD certifications.

Procedural Transparency

Last but not least, a third-party certifier's procedural transparency is
another important indicator of a certification’s legitimacy. If a certifier is
truly third-party and unbiased, it will voluntarily publicize its test meth-
ods and standards, as well as its certification procedures, to demonstrate
its impartiality and integrity. Naturally, transparency enables product
purchasers to feel more comfortable with a certifying organization and,
therefore, with the certification itself.

Some final words of advice: Before buying any product that bears a
certification or ecolabel, do some homework on it. Is the certification is-
sued by the manufacturer of the product or a special interest group? If so,
you may want to reconsider your purchase as these “certifications” have
little to no real value. Instead, invest in a product that has been indepen-
dently certified by a third party. Your return will pay for the investment
several times over.
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